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MEET A PARISH COUNCILLOR FOR WINKFIELDMEET A PARISH COUNCILLOR FOR WINKFIELD
(ASCOT PRIORY WARD) 

The clerk interviewed Councillor Dorothy Hayes MBE on a boiling hot 
day in July and couldn’t possibly do justice to the information learned 
or the experiences of this treasured Councillor of 35 years.

From a Planning Dispute to Public Service
Dot and her husband moved to the area in 1989 and put in a planning 
application to make changes to their home. They were refused but 
not to be easily beaten, Dot fought and won. She then considered how 
many local residents might struggle with the complexities of planning 
and was inspired to get involved. Dot is keen to keep the focus on 
serving the community and is happy if she can turn in for the night 
knowing that she has been of help to someone. 

Over the years
As well as being an active Councillor for Winkfield Parish Council, 
Councillor Hayes is also a long-serving Bracknell Forest Councillor 
and was twice Mayor of the Borough from 2001-2003. She also 
dedicated 24 years to the Valuation Tribunal for England. Her 
contribution was honoured in 2005, when the Lord Lieutenant of 
Berkshire nominated her for an MBE for services to the people and 
community of Bracknell Forest. Dot shared some highlights including 
the installation of giant poppies to commemorate the Great War, 
advocating and supporting planning for Lapland UK and supporting 
rollout of life-saving defibrillators in the parish.
Dot is looking ahead to Winkfield Council making positive 
improvements to the Ascot Jubilee site and would love to see more 
engagement with young people. She is a firm believer that residents 
of all ages should be able to live in a safe and secure environment and 
will strive to uphold this commitment.

Music – “Dot Most”
Outside of council, Dot has been active for many years in the music 
industry. Her husband, known in the industry as Dave Most, working 
with his brother Mickie Most was a well-known producer and 
promoter. Known as Dot Most, she helped bring about the legendary 
Radio 1 Roadshows and worked with her husband in the music 
industry. They worked closely with the Bee Gees and developed a 
close professional and personal bond.

Figure 1Cllr Hayes at an installation of the 
giant centenary poppies

Figure 2 Dot with the Bee Gees
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WINKFIELD AND WARFIELD PARISH COUNCIL’S ANNUAL CYCLE RIDEWINKFIELD AND WARFIELD PARISH COUNCIL’S ANNUAL CYCLE RIDE
We were fortunate to enjoy a cool, sunny morning for the annual Winkfield 
and Warfield Parish Councils’ Community Cycle Ride.

Solo cyclists, families, and groups of friends took part in the 10-mile route, 
which wound its way through the roads and lanes of the parishes of 
Winkfield and Warfield. Riders were supported throughout the event by 
volunteer marshals and a Cycle Angel, who rode among the participants 
offering assistance where needed. First aid and Dr Bike (repairs) provision 
was also available for the duration of the ride. 

At the finish, cyclists were welcomed back to Carnation 
Hall in Winkfield Row, where they enjoyed well-earned 
refreshments and received commemorative medals. 
The celebrations were accompanied by live music 
from the Ascot Ukuleles group, providing a fitting end to 
another successful community event.

Figure 1 Dr Bike

Figure 2 The Start

Figure 3 Evie and Cllr Dorothy Hayes M.B.E. servicing refreshments. 
Evie is working towards her Bronze Duke of Edinburgh award. Figure 4 Around 80 cyclists of all ages joined in

HELPING HEDGEHOGS THRIVE IN OUR COMMUNITYHELPING HEDGEHOGS THRIVE IN OUR COMMUNITY
Hedgehogs are one of Britain’s best-loved wild animals, but their numbers have declined by over 29 million 
since 1950. In the UK, there are thought to be fewer than one million left, and they’re vulnerable to extinction due 
to habitat loss, busy roads, and changes in gardening practices.

The good news is that simple actions by local residents can make a real difference.

Small changes made by many households can have a big impact. By providing food and water, creating 
wildlife-friendly gardens and helping hedgehogs move safely through our community, we can all play a part in 
protecting one of Britain’s most cherished animals.

With a little help from local residents, hedgehogs can continue to be a welcome sight in our parish for many 
years to come.

Food and Water - One of the easiest ways to help hedgehogs is to 
provide a shallow dish of fresh water, particularly during warm or dry 
weather. Water is often harder for wildlife to find than food, and a 
reliable source can be invaluable.

If you would like to provide supplementary food, meaty cat or dog 
food is suitable. Special hedgehog food is also available. Please avoid 
offering milk, as hedgehogs are lactose intolerant and it can make 
them ill. Bread should also be avoided as it has little nutritional value.

Make Your Garden Hedgehog-Friendly - Hedgehogs can travel long 
distances each night in search of food, shelter and mates. However, 
fences and walls can prevent them from moving freely. Creating a 
small 13cm x 13cm (5-inch) gap at the base of a fence allows. Figure 1Photo from Cllr Simon Banks’ garden
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IMPROVEMENTS UNDERWAY THIS SUMMER!IMPROVEMENTS UNDERWAY THIS SUMMER!
What’s happening? 
Winkfield Parish Council is progressing important improvements at several sites throughout the Parish so that 
the facilities remain safe, modern and enjoyable for everyone.

At Ascot Jubilee Recreation Ground on Goaters Road, the zip wire and swings, which had been decommissioned for 
safety reasons are now being upgraded. 

•	 In March 2026 council agreed to begin a wider improvement project for the site 

•	 The local community told us that they wanted the play equipment for older children to be replaced as soon as 
possible, so in May 2026 council agreed do this outside of the larger project, which will take longer to complete.

•	 Tender documents from five play equipment companies were reviewed early in July; a contractor to carry out 
these works will be approved by Council on 21st July. 

•	 Installation is expected during September, with further updates to follow as the wider plans for Ascot Jubilee 
develop.

Winkfield Parish Council invited eight play equipment companies to review a Play Value Report on the 
playground at Carnation Hall on Chavey Down Road and come up with ideas on improvements to the 
playground. Council agreed a shortlist of three designs to be presented to the public. This was done via 
Facebook and face-to-face sessions with regular users of the playground. A vote was conducted and one 
design emerged as the clear favourite: HAGS Ltd has been appointed to carry out these works which we hope 
will be completed over the summer holidays. 

In March, council considered and agreed to a proposal 
to contract a Chartered Surveyor to progress works 
to refurbish, clean and maintain Martins Heron & The 
Warren Community Centre on Whitton Road. Four main 
contractors were approached and Steel & Co have 
been appointed for the works, under the direction of 
project management by Stockton Bradley. Heras fencing 
and signs will go up around the building this summer, 
and some nearby parking bays will be blocked out for 
contractors. We are looking forward to seeing a much 
brighter, fresher community centre once the works are 
completed at the end of August. 

Figure 1: The zip-wire as it was at Ascot Jubillee

Figure 2: The selected design for Carnation Hall playground
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Figure 1: The original seat

THE BURGOYNE SEATTHE BURGOYNE SEAT
The Burgoyne Seat was erected in 1934 in memory of Marie Henrietta Johanna Burgoyne (1849 - 1934) 
by her son, Cuthbert John Burgoyne under an Oak  tree at the crossroads of Windsor Road, Sunninghill 
Road, Mounts Hill and Sunninghill Road . She lived in Broadlands, Sunningdale and died in Woodside by 
Ascot Racecourse. The crossroads was modified in 1970 to become the Fernhill (or otherwise known as 
“Kidney” or “Peanut” roundabout) with the seat under the Oak tree now in the middle of the roundabout. 
Unfortunately, the seat was demolished by a Mercedes car late one night and remained in that condition 
for several years until an Ascot resident, Elizabeth Comish had the idea of saving and reconstructing it at 
the Offices of Winkfield Parish Council on Fernbank Road. Elizabeth enlisted the help of BFC and WPC 
staff to recover the remains of the seat. It could not be rebuilt as a seat but Elizabeth created a planter 
with what was left. The Burgoyne family became the largest Australian wine importers and were later 
taken over by Hardys Wines/Pernod and are now part of the Vinarchy group. 

The inscription from the brothers and the Burgoyne Coat of Arms are still visible. 

AD VIATOREM ET IN PIAM MEMORIAM
MATRIS CARISSIMAE

MHJB
1849 - 1934 

“ FOR THE TRAVELLER AND IN PIOUS MEMORY OF A VERY DEAR MOTHER“

Figure 2: The seat now as a planter at 
the Fernbank Road offices

COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH – MAKING OUR ROADS SAFERCOMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH – MAKING OUR ROADS SAFER
Community Speedwatch is a vital initiative that strengthens cooperation between 
the police and local communities. As highlighted by the NPCC Chief Constable, 
these schemes play an important role in improving road safety, raising awareness, 
and reducing speeding in our neighbourhoods.

By volunteering, you help protect lives and make Winkfield a safer place for everyone. 
Speedwatch groups provide valuable data to the police, encourage responsible 
driving, and demonstrate the power of community action.

We are looking for volunteers to join our local Speedwatch team. Training and support are provided, 
and even a small amount of your time can make a big difference.

If you would like to get involved or learn more, please sign up via www.communityspeedwatch.
org. Once you have completed your online training, we will contact you to arrange a brief in-person 
training session and arrange for you to join our team of volunteers.

Together, we can make our roads safer for all.

NPCC Chief Constable stated: "Community Speedwatch is a proven way to make our roads safer and 
save lives. Your involvement truly makes a difference."



7

In 1894, the Local Government Act introduced elected councils at district and 
parish levels. As the tier of local government closest to the people a parish 
council is uniquely positioned to represent and respond to the needs of local 
communities.  

Established under this legislation, Winkfield Parish Council was formed and 
has been serving the community ever since. It has seen its responsibilities 
grow and now, in 2026 the council is committed to delivering the following core 
services:  

Maintaining the parish environment – Managing 9609 acres of parish land; 

Managing recreational facilities - Overseeing eight playgrounds, four 
community halls and two allotments sites; 

Statutory planning consultation – Evaluating and submitting observations 
on local planning applications, totalling 152 reviews in 2025-26 financial year; 

Running community events – Ensuring that diverse events are offered, 
including the Annual Cycle Ride, Summer of Fun Day, Arts Week, Silver 
Sunday and Footpath Walks;   

Providing grants to voluntary organisations – Administering a budget of up 
to £48,000 for 2026 under relevant statutory powers such as the Local 
Government Act, Section 137.  

 

The Election Process – Eligibility  

To be eligible to be a councillor you must meet the criteria below, which 
ensures that representatives have a parish connection.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elected Representatives  

Winkfield Parish Council consists of 19 elected councillors who represent four 
local wards:  

 Ascot Priory  
 Martins Heron & The Warren with Swinley Forest,  
 Forest Park,  
 Winkfield & Cranbourne 

The council's operations are managed by administrative, grounds and facilities 
teams led by the Parish Clerk & Responsible Finance Officer.  
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DEMOCRACY IN WINKFIELDDEMOCRACY IN WINKFIELD

In 1894, the Local Government Act introduced elected 
councils at district and parish levels. As the tier of local 
government closest to the people a parish council is 
uniquely positioned to represent and respond to the 
needs of local communities.
Established under this legislation, Winkfield Parish 
Council was formed and has been serving the 
community ever since. It has seen its responsibilities 
grow and now, in 2026 the council is committed to 
delivering the following core services:

Maintaining the parish environment – Managing 9609 
acres of parish land;

Managing recreational facilities - Overseeing 
eight playgrounds, four community halls and two 
allotments sites;

Statutory planning consultation – Evaluating and 
submitting observations on local planning applications, 
totalling 152 reviews in 2025-26 financial year;

Running community events – Ensuring that diverse 
events are offered, including the Annual Cycle Ride, 
Summer of Fun Day, Arts Week, Silver

Sunday and Footpath Walks;

Providing grants to voluntary organisations – 
Administering a budget of up to £48,000 for 2026 
under relevant statutory powers such as the Local
Government Act, Section 137.

Elected Representatives
Winkfield Parish Council consists of 19 elected 
councillors who represent four local wards:

•	 Ascot Priory
•	 Martins Heron & The Warren with Swinley Forest,
•	 Forest Park,
•	 Winkfield & Cranbourne

The council’s operations are managed by 
administrative, grounds and facilities teams led by the 
Parish Clerk & Responsible Finance Officer.

The Election Process – Eligibility
To be eligible to be a councillor you must meet the 
criteria below, which ensures that representatives have 
a parish connection.

Why Become a Councillor?
Community Impact - to make a difference in local quality 
of life.

Advocacy - To represent community interests and 
address local needs like parks, services, or safety.

Diverse Perspectives - to bring diverse skills and unique 
life experience, including professional work experience, 
volunteering, caring, or community involvement.

And Politics?
Parish councils are not politically affiliated and 
councillors do not need to have political experience; 
it’s about engaging with the local community and 
working as a team with other councillors to the 
benefit of the entire parish.

Elections
Following a request from at least ten local residents, recent 
elections were held in our Forest Park ward. This saw four 
members of the public nominated and following a vote 
managed by Bracknell Forest Council, a new councillor 
was elected. Local Government election will take place in 
May 2027 when all seats will be open for nomination. If you 
are passionate about your community and to drive local 
change, you could consider becoming a councillor and 
being nominated. Alternatively, you could participate in 
supporting the ongoing work of the council by voting. Your 
vote directly shapes the future of the parish.
Everyone is encouraged to vote so that their voice is 
heard - this could be directly at your local polling station, 
by post or by proxy (where you ask someone to vote 
on your behalf). It is important to know that the law 
now requires voters to show photographic ID – if you 
don’t have one you can apply for a free Voter Authority 
Certificate online at Apply for photo ID to vote (called a 
‘Voter Authority Certificate’) - GOV.UK

Community Engagement
If you are a local resident and would like to find out more 
please check our website, follow our Facebook page or 
come to a meeting. Our meetings are open to everyone 
and there is a public participation section at the start of 
most meetings for you to ask questions or tell us anything 
about items which are on the agenda.

In the 130th year since the formation of Winkfield Parish 
Council, a new residents’ forum – the Winkfield 130 – was 
formed as a structured consultation mechanism to share 
feedback on key issues. Members of the forum receive 
just 3-4 emails per year seeing their views, so it’s a small 
commitment but makes a big difference to the parish.

Winkfield Parish CouncilWinkfield Parish Council

To join Winkfield 130, give feedback on any current 
projects, to ask a question or raise a concern please 
email info@winkfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Ascot Horticultural Society 

Summer Show 
 
 
 

King Edward’s Hall, King Edward’s Rd, 
Ascot, SL5 8PD 

 

Wednesday 12th August ‘26 
 

Staging of exhibits 7.30pm-8.00pm  
Meeting commences 8.00pm 

 
Entrance:   Members £1   Visitors £3   

Includes refreshments 
 

For more information contact :  
Wendy Sivyer (Show Secretary) on 07999513263 or wendysivyer@aol.com 

 

www.ascothorticulturalsociety.co.uk 
facebook.com/groups/276880418187911 

 

 

 

🎯🎯🎯🎯  SHORT MAT BOWLS CLUB  🎯🎯🎯🎯 
  

Roll Up, Have Fun, Get Involved! 

  

 
  

Short Mat Bowls every Tuesday night – the perfect mix of friendly competition, social fun, and skill-
building. 

Whether you're a seasoned player or a complete beginner, you're warmly invited to join the action. 

★★  WHY YOU'LL LOVE IT  ★★ 
✓✓  Great for all ages and abilities — no experience needed. 
✓✓  Friendly, welcoming atmosphere — everyone helps each other improve. 
✓✓  Meet new people — enjoy a relaxed, social evening. 

  
🌟🌟🌟🌟 Beginners Welcome! 🌟🌟🌟🌟 

Never played before? No problem! We'll guide you through the basics, 
help you get comfortable, and make sure you're having a great time. 

🏆🏆🏆🏆 Experienced Players 

Sharpen your skills, enjoy competitive ends, and help inspire new bowlers. 
  

Come Along and Give It a Go! 

Tuesdays  •  7pm – 9:30pm 
Carnation Hall, Chavey Down, Ascot, RG42 7PA 

Join the fun. Try something new. See you on the mat! 🎳🎳🎳🎳 
  

For more information, contact: 
Penny: 07789 444107   |   Jenny: 07930 396693 

Contact us for more information or to book a FREE TASTER SESSION

Tel: 01344 944 676
Email: bracknellforest@therainbowcaregroup.com

Web: therainbowcaregroup.com

Our specialist dementia day care services can help.

Carers, loved ones, professionals all welcome.

Locks Ride Recreation Ground
Forest Road, Winkfield Row, RG42 7NJ

Are you or a loved one living with dementia?

LOCKS RIDE
BO

OK YOUR

bracknellforest@therainbowcare
gr

o
u

p
.c

o
m

01344 944 676
FREE TASTER

6 time Great British Care Award Winners  
in the Dementia Carer category

AWARDWINNING 
DEMENTIA 

DAY CARE
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For more information, contact: 
Penny: 07789 444107   |   Jenny: 07930 396693 



10

1:1 and small group
Baby Massage and Baby 
Yoga sessions in Berkshire

Small Moves

small.moves@outlook.com

Enhance bonding
Aid digestion
Improve sleep
Support cognitive and
physical development

Fully insured
DBS checked
Regular small classes
1:1 sessions in your home

1:1 and small group
Baby Massage and Baby 
Yoga sessions in Berkshire

Small Moves

small.moves@outlook.com

Enhance bonding
Aid digestion
Improve sleep
Support cognitive and
physical development

Fully insured
DBS checked
Regular small classes
1:1 sessions in your home

1:1 and small group
Baby Massage and Baby 
Yoga sessions in Berkshire

Small Moves

small.moves@outlook.com

Enhance bonding
Aid digestion
Improve sleep
Support cognitive and
physical development

Fully insured
DBS checked
Regular small classes
1:1 sessions in your home

Women’s 
Circle 
A Journey Back To Yourself

Starts September 11th
4 x biweekly sessions

8 spaces available

www.becomingagain.uk/womenscircles
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CONTACT INFORMATION

Bracknell Forest Council
Customer Services - 01344 352000

Thames Valley Police


